
Charles John MacRobert Pr Eng PhD MSc BSc 

Page 1 of 4 
 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

 Dr Charles John MacRobert, received his BSc (Eng) from UCT, 
and both his MSc (Eng) and PhD from Wits. He is currently a 
Senior Lecturer of Geotechnical. His research interests lie 
predominantly in understanding the role of engineering 
judgement in dealing with epistemic uncertainty, which often 
abounds in practice due to limited resources. Charles also 
provides specialised consulting support to industry.  

 

NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS 
 International Society for Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical 

Engineering (ISSMGE) Bright Spark Lecture at the 17th African 
Regional Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical 
Engineering. 

2019 

 Barry van Wyk Award for best final year thesis in Geotechnical 
Engineering at a South African University awarded by the South 
Africa Intuition of Civil Engineers Geotechnical Division. 

2010 

EDUCATION 
2017 PhD in Civil Engineering, University of the Witwatersrand 
2012 M. Sc. in Civil Engineering, University of the Witwatersrand 
2009 B. Sc. in Civil Engineering, University of Cape Town 
2005 Gateway High School, Zimbabwe 
SUMMARY OF WORK EXPERIENCE 
May 2019 – 
Present 

Senior Lecturer, Stellenbosch University, South Africa 
Lecturing and supervision of undergraduate and postgraduate 
students in geotechnical engineering and design.  

Ad hoc basis Specialist Geotechnical Consultant to Isithelo Mining 
Consultants and Services, South Africa 

 Peer review of technical work. Characterisation and modelling of 
geomaterials for global stability and seepage assessments 

Aug 2018 – 
Apr 2019 

Senior Lecturer, University of the Witwatersrand, South 
Africa 

 Lecturing and supervision of undergraduate and postgraduate 
students in geotechnical engineering and design. 

Feb 2013 – Jul 
2018 

Lecturer, University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa 
Lecturing and supervision of undergraduate students in 
geotechnical engineering and design.  

Jan 2010 – 
Jan 2013 

Civil Engineer, Anglo Technical Services, Johannesburg, 
South Africa 

 Geotechnical oversight of Kimberlite slimes, Mineral sand slimes 
and tailings, Coal discard, and Platinum tailings. Oversight of 
technical, legal and environmental aspects of mine waste disposal. 

Jul 2011 – Mar 
2012 

Civil Engineer, SRK Consulting, Johannesburg, South Africa 
Design work on coal slimes drying beds, seismic ground motion 
studies, feasibility studies for Kimberlite waste, and Iron ore waste. 
(Secondment from Anglo Technical Services). 

 

MEMBERSHIPS 
2010 - present 
2008 - present 
 
2015 - 2018 

Candidate Engineer with the Engineering Council of South Africa  
Associate Member of the South African Institution of Civil Engineers  
(Geotechnical Division) 
South African National Congress of Large Dams 

 

Charles John MacRobert, Stellenbosch, 5 November 2020  
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